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Archie______ Bax______ Myles______ Zajac______ Perry______ 
 

 

 

TO:  City Council 

FROM: Mayor Robert M. Restaino 

DATE:  May 1, 2025 

SUBJECT: Amendment of Casella’s contract to increase the extension period from two to five years 
in exchange for Casella purchasing about 18,000 new 96-gallon blue garbage totes to 
replace our aging collection of smaller-sized blue totes.   

 
The Executive Office recommends that the Council approve and authorize the Mayor to negotiate and sign 
an amendment to the City’s May 1, 2024, Master Agreement For Refuse and Recycling Collection, 
Processing and Disposal Services with Casella Waste Management of N.Y., Inc. 
 
Under the terms of the current Agreement, which is now a year old, our contractual relationship will remain 
in effect through April 30, 2029.  After the fifth year, the Agreement provides for a two (2) year extension 
“under the same terms, conditions, and specifications” if mutually agreeable to the parties.   Recently, 
Casella indicated an interest in increasing the extension period from two to five years, which if agreed to, 
would potentially extend the contract to April 20, 3034.  The Executive Office therefore started exploratory 
negotiations to see what concessions the City might be able to achieve in return for such an extension.   
 
One subject that has been under consideration is how and when can the City possibly go about replacing its 
current fleet of nearly 18,000 64-gallon blue garbage totes, many of which are at the end of their useful 
lives. Since the City owns all those totes, the increasing maintenance and replacement duties associated 
with them continue to fall upon DPW.  
 
Casella has now proposed spending approximately $1.2 million this year to purchase 18,000 new 96-gallon 
blue garbage totes, disposing of all the current blue garbage totes, and deploying the new totes throughout 
the City.  Under this arrangement, the new totes will remain the property of Casella for as long as it has the 
City’s waste contract. That means that Casella will be responsible for their maintenance and repair until 
Casella ceases to be our vendor.  DPW would continue to maintain the City’s 96-gallon green recycle totes, 
but we anticipate that its overall tote maintenance workload will decrease by at least 75% under the new 
arrangement.  
 
There are additional details to be worked out in preparation for contract drafting, but the financial benefit 
to the City is obvious if we can avoid having to pay $1.2 million upfront to buy replacement garbage totes.  
Without Casella’s help, that purchase price would have to be funded entirely by an increase in garbage user 
fees if not City tax dollars. 
 
Will the Council vote to so approve and authorize the Mayor to negotiate and execute an amended 
agreement with Casella in a form acceptable to the Corporation Counsel? 
 
       Submitted by: 
 
        

_________________________ 
       Mayor Robert M. Restaino 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2025- 
 

RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NIAGARA FALLS, NEW 
YORK, GRANTING PERMISSION (UPON NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION APPROVAL) TO THE NIAGARA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
TO INSTALL LICENSE PLATE READER EQUIPMENT ON THE STATE RIGHT OF 
WAY WITHIN THE GEOGRAPHICAL JURISDICTION OF THE SAID CITY AND THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK 
 

BY: 

Council Chairman James Perry 
 

WHEREAS, the Niagara County Sheriff's Office is proposing to install License Plate Reader 
equipment for Law Enforcement purposes only within the State Right of Way (ROW) on or along 
multiple locations on State routes, located in the City of Niagara Falls, New York (hereinafter 
MUNICIPALITY); and 
 
WHEREAS, the MUNICIPALITY and the Niagara County Sheriff's Office are desirous to have 
such above-mentioned equipment installed on the State ROW within the geographical jurisdiction 
of the Municipality; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Niagara County Sheriff's Office will meet all State and Municipal requirements 
during the above-mentioned project; and 
  
WHEREAS, the MUNICIPALITY and the Niagara County Sheriff's Office reserve their rights to 
monitor and inspect the above-mentioned project conducted within the geographical jurisdiction 
of the Municipality; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Niagara County Sheriff's Office will execute the above-mentioned project, as 
shown on the plans/maps and other documents related to the above-mentioned project funded by 
the 2023 Governor of NY Grant for New Technology and Equipment to Prevent and Solve Crimes, 
Improve Public Safety apportioned and approved for the MUNICIPALITY or the Niagara County 
Sheriff's Office; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE,  
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the MUNICIPALITY, by means of this Resolution, and upon 
NYSDOT approval, grants permission to the Niagara County Sheriff's Office to conduct the above-
mentioned project solely within the State ROW and within the geographical jurisdiction of the 
Municipality; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Niagara County Sheriff's Office shall maintain or 
cause to be maintained the installed equipment at the project location(s) and shall cover any 
expenses that may arise from executing of the above-mentioned project utilizing the above-
mentioned Grant or other Municipal funding available to it; and 
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